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Mishnah Yoma 8:9

Rabbi Akiva said: Fortunate for you, Israel! Before whom are you purified, and who purifies you?
Your Father in Heaven, as it says “I shall sprinkle upon you pure water and you shall be purified (Ez.
36).” And it says “HaShem is the Mikveh of Israel (Jer. 17:13),” just as a mikveh purifies the impure,
so the Holy One, blessed be He, purifies Israel.
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The hope [mikveh] of Israel is HaShem. All who forsake You shall be ashamed [dried up], and those
who depart from Me shall be written in the earth, for they have forsaken the source of living waters,
HaShem.
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Rabbi Yisrael Lipschitz, Tiferet Yisrael, Yakhin, Yoma 8:9

Purifies Israel. This verse he brings regarding cleansing that occurs through Tshuvah. Just as in
purification by immersion, it is by the impure person himself, who goes and immerses and is
purified, so, too, for cleansing by Tshuvah, it depends just on the power of the will of the sinner —to
cast the cause of impurity from his hand and immerse in the water of His Love, blessed be He, and
be pure. For an intermediary is not necessary at all between the children and their merciful Father,
for His mercy, bless Him, itself is the mikveh and purification of Israel, and they do not need a
sacrificial offering or Yom Kippur as an intermediary between them and their father. Only that His
Hands, blessed be He, are always open to receive them in their Tshuvah and to hug them in great
love and love eternal, and the Holy One, blessed be He, shall purify our impurities, and strengthen
our hearts to revere Him and learn His Torah and serve Him with one accord forever.
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Rabbi Shlomo Rabinowitz, Tiferet Shlomo, Yom Kippurim

Rabbi Akiva says: “Fortunate are you, Israel, before Whom are you purified...” It appears that Rabbi
Akiva is saying something new about the level of Yom Kippur, as it says “before HaShem you shall be
purified (Lev. 16:30).” For the greatness of the holiness of the day ascends above the world of Binah.
This is as he says “before Whom...” “Whom” adds up to fifty, the fifty gates of Binah, which is the
world of Tshuvah. And this is as is written “if God should hold sins, HaShem, Who shall stand (Ps.
130:3)[?])” That is, before Who, above the world of Binah, which is the world of Keter. Therefore on
Yom HaKippurim we say the Kedushah of Keter in all the prayer services, an allusion to Keter which is
revealed on Yom Kippur. And this is “before HaShem you shall be purified,” equals the gematria of
Keter. And this is “HaShem is the Mikveh of Israel.” Just as a mikveh purifies, so, too, the Holy One,
blessed be He, purifies Israel: as it were, He immerses them within Himself in order to purify them.
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Rabbi Yehudah Aryeh Alter of Gur, Sefat Emet, Yom Kippur

For Yom HaKippurim is nullification to Him entirely. As the sages say “HaShem is the Mikveh of
Israel,” just as a mikveh purifies so, too, the Holy One, blessed be He, purifies Israel. And from this
[we learn]: just as the purification of a mikveh is when the full stature of a person enters the water,
so, too the full person needs to nullifiy himself to Him, blessed be He.
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